[Drug resistance in patients with tuberculosis in Poland in the years 1966-1992. A test for evaluating the scale of the problem].
The study analysed the incidence of subjects with tuberculosis who were sputum positive and with at least one drug resistance of the bacilli was observed. The number of such cases in the total population of sputum positive cases in the years 1966-1992. In this period a marked decrease of patients with drug resistance was noticed, from 68/100,000 in 1966 to 1.1/100,000 in 1992. The rate of decline was observed to be decreasing in the last years. Patients with drug resistance comprised 32.5% of all sputum positive patients in 1966 and 4.4% in 1992. The decrease in the number and the percentage of drug resistant cases was observed parallelly to the general trend of better mass chemotherapy efficacy.